The year just ended has been a period of heightened activity for the Association. There Table  2 ). This drop appears to have been associated with both the increase in dues passed by Council medium. The Association is at present seeking foundation funds for a comprehensive feasibility study of this topic. Substantial progress has already been made toward this goal.
Science Information Exchange
The Commission on Science Education has continued its Science Education Information Center, which handles individual requests for information from teachers and students.
During For the past 9 years, AAAS, in cooperation with the American Association of School Administrators, has conducted two seminars on current developments in science. The leaders are distinguished scientists and the participants are school systems administrators. The 1971 seminars were held in Seattle and Washington, D.C.
Finally, two conferences were held during 1971 with faculty members from black colleges and, from this activity, plans are being evolved for a program of services that will aid in the improvement of science programs in these institutions.
Studies of the Physical Environment
The work of the AAAS Herbicide Assessment Commission, which attracted great attention during 1970 and Arthur Squires of the City University of New York, the major portion of its study on the environmental aspects of power generation in the United States. The Committee is also conducting a study of pollutants in relation to major changes in industrial production in the United States since 1946. This work will result in a series of tables and graphs that will be useful to workers in both the fields of environmental research and environmental control. The Committee on Science in the Promotion of Human Welfare will review the status of current activity in the field of air pollution in order to determine whether a reactivation of the Air Conservation Commission during 1972 is warranted.
The Committee on Arid Lands, in addition to its program of annual symposia, initiated during 1971 a series of position papers on the development of arid lands. The first, on large-scale water importation into the arid regions of the United States, has been presented to the Board of Directors and was published in the 11 February 1972 issue of Science.
The Commission on Science Education last year sponsored the organization of a Consortium of Regional Educational Councils. The Consortium, which to date includes eight centers located, respectively, in Atlanta, Bellingham (Washington), Cleveland, New Canaan (Connecticut), the State of New Jersey, Oak Ridge, Omaha, and San Diego, is devoted to improving programs in environmental education, through the exchange of information, and to stimulating the formation of other centers to carry on the same function.
Science and Social Problems
Last fall the Association expanded its Congressional Science Seminars, conducted jointly with the Brookings Institution, from a spring series of six seminars to a fall and spring series totaling ten presentations. The program of seminars for science attaches has been similarly expanded.
The Central Office has begun a series of informal seminars on employment and career opportunities for scientists and engineers. These meetings, the first two of which were held in May and October, bring together those persons in industry, government, and the scientific and engineering associations who have special responsibilities in the area of manpower planning to exchange information and coordinate activities. The Association arranged a special program on the employment and utilization of scientific manpower for the Philadelphia meeting.
The The Committee on Scientific Freedom and Responsibility was organized in October 1971 and has undertaken a study of cases, both real and hypothetical, that represent abridgment of scientific freedom or abrogation of scientific responsibility, in preparation for its task of formulating policy guidelines in this area. As part of this work, Central Office staff prepared a compendium of policies now in use among the Association's affiliated societies and conducted a 1-day conference of staff officers of some of those societies to exchange information.
The Committee on Minorities in Science was organized in the summer of 1971 and has, in the ensuing months, identified a five-element program for implementation in 1972. This includes an editorial in Science, a major con- ference on minorities in science, the collection of information on the employment of minority scientists, the development of a program of information dissemination on this topic, and communication with appropriate government officials concerning implementation of the Affirmative Action Program in institutions of higher education.
AAAS and International Science
After discussions with leading Mexican scientists begun in March, agreements were reached in August for AAAS and the Council of Science and Technology of Mexico to take initiatives in arranging a Conference on Science and Man in the Americas to be held in late June and early July of 1973. The conference will involve scientists and engineers from throughout the hemisphere and from the full spectrum of disciplines in discussions both of basic science and of the applications of science and technology in Latin American settings.
Discussions begun in 1969 with Znaniye, the Russian counterpart of AAAS, have resulted in formal agreements, reached last June, to exchange four scientist-lecturers each year. Lecturers will address both scientific and lay audiences. Academician Vadim Sergeevich Semenov of the Presidium of the Soviet Sociological Association addressed the Chicago meeting. Dr. Victor Michailovich Zhdanov, Doctor of Medicine and Academician of the Academy of Medical Sciences of the U.S.S.R. and director of the Institute of Virology in Moscow, was the Association's guest in Philadelphia. Extramural funds have been identified to support the Association's participation in the exchange for the next 3 years.
The Association's Committee on Arid Lands has been invited to participate in planning a U.S.-U.S.S.R. Workshop on Arid Land Agriculture proposed for 1973. The Committee has also been invited by the American Academy of Arts and Sciences to help prepare plans for an arid lands instituite of Iran. The Argentine Universidad Nacional del Sur has sought the Committee's assistance in developing contacts with arid lands institutions in the United States.
The Youth Council, in cooperation with the Committee on Environmental Alterations, the Center for the Biology of Natural Systems, and the John Muir Institute for Environmental Studies, conducted a conference on the environmental sciences and international development at Philadelphia. Particular attention was given to the problems associated with the introduction of advanced technology to developing nations. Participants were graduate students from these countries who are in residence in American universities.
The Board of Directors has approved a proposal to establish an Office of International Scientific Affairs, contingent upon the availability of funds, and effort is now being directed toward securing foundation support for planning.
In sum, in a period of genuine financial constraint the Association, mindful of the importance of fiscal responsibility, has made genuine progress toward the goals explicit in its Objects.
